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Food Stamp Participation High in Washington, D.C.
City Reaching 83 Percent of Eligible Individuals with Food Stamps

Washington, D.C. — October 28, 2008 — The District of Columbia reached 83 percent of eligible individuals
with food stamps in 2006, according to a national report released this week. D.C. Hunger Solutions
Director Alexandra Ashbrook commented on the report, stating: “People in D.C. are struggling, but we
are encouraged to see that we are reaching a vast majority of eligible individuals with food stamps, a
critical nutrition and income support for these tumultuous times.”

The report, Food Stamp Access in Urban America: A City-by-City Snapshot by the Food Research and
Action Center (FRAC), looked at food stamp participation in 24 of the nation’s largest cities. Washington,
D.C. ranked among the top five cities for food stamp participation, with only Detroit (98 percent),
Milwaukee (89 percent), and Baltimore City (86 percent) having higher participation rates.

Even so, D.C. is still missing out on federal dollars. According to the report, the city missed out on $8.5
million in food stamp benefits in 2006.

“We are reaching many eligible families, but we must boost our efforts to increase participation. Food
stamps help struggling families and our economy. Just one dollar spent in food stamps generates nearly
double that in the local economy,” said Ashbrook. “In the coming months, there are many opportunities
to reach out to more families, starting with the improvements to food stamps that were included in the
recently passed Farm Bill.”

The Farm Bill made several improvements to the Food Stamp Program, including an increase in benefits
and allowing families to deduct the full amount of child care costs which will encourage more low-income
working families to participate. “These improvements give us an opportunity to reintroduce the program
to D.C. residents and see if they are eligible for food stamps,” commented Ashbrook.

Ashbrook also credits the city for its efforts over the past year to improve access to the program, starting
with a stronger emphasis on customer service. In one food stamp office, D.C. is testing an innovative
program that reduces wait time by allowing a customer to see the next available caseworker rather than
waiting for a specific caseworker to be available. D.C. also recently extended its certification period so
that most households can receive food stamps for twelve months, up from six months, before they have
to reapply.

While D.C. is reaching many eligible families, thousands of seniors and working poor families are not
receiving the benefits of food stamps.

“Moving forward, one way to increase access among underserved populations, like seniors and working
poor families, and draw in millions of dollars in additional federal funding is for the city to implement
policy improvements that expand eligibility and increase benefit levels,” concluded Ashbrook.

D.C. Hunger Solutions is an initiative of the Food Research and Action Center. The full report is available
online at www.frac.org/pdf/urbanfoodstamps08.pdf.




